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Welcome to Wells & Mendip Museum’s newsletter with information about 

exhibitions, talks, events and developments at the Museum.  If you would like to 

receive a copy by e-mail please contact admin@wellsmuseum.org.uk 

Opening hours: Tuesday – Saturday 10am – 4pm (Closed Sundays & Mondays) 
 

First Floor Exhibition Room 
 

30 May – 6 June  

Art exhibition by Martin Bentham RWA 
“Nature” has always been an inspiration for me in all of its infinitely varied forms – 

anything encompassing landscape, its tress, plants, flowers and wildlife that all 

have their eclectic characteristics. 

For a large amount of time, I have  

painted “en -plein-air” (on site,  

outside, through the year in all  

weathers) experiencing and  

observing nature (one never stops  

learning in the face of nature and  

the effects of the climate crisis).  

I love my “slow drying” oil paint! 

I have become enamoured with its endless qualities – its texture and vibrancy. 

Painting “en-plein-air” has contributed immensely to my paint application – for 

instance: being pushed away from getting too fiddly by a change of the 

weather…. Being pulled by textures of nature’s varied surfaces! 

I normally prefer to paint direct from my chosen subject, but sometimes I work in 

the studio, using reference material in the form of sketches, drawings, props, 

photos, or memory. 

After I have an idea for a painting, I’m chiefly concerned first with “scale” (size 

and proportions of canvas or board). Then, I get to consider “composition” 

through trial and error. 

Following on from this, I think about how I’m going to use tone, colour intensity and 

texture whilst being absorbed in my chosen subject. 

I have been trying to experiment more with paint in the hope that I can evolve my 

painting language further into being more individual and exciting. 

Martin Bentham RWA – Free entry to exhibition only  
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9 – 20 June  

“Where the wild thyme blows” 

                                           An exhibition exploring our human relationship to plants 

                                           and the natural world, featuring the work of Perienne 

                                           Christian, Hannah Kelly, Vicki King, Jade Ogden, Helen 

                                           Stay, Arran Willcocks and Thea Willcocks. 

                                           The title of the exhibition is taken from the Shakespearean 

                                           play ‘A Midsummer Night’s Dream.’ Through their different  

                                           mediums that range between print, collage, weaving,  

                                           digital drawing and stitch, the artists in this group show  

                                           have responded to this title and also the more general 

theme of our connection to plants and the natural world. 

As with the dream space of Midsummer the liminal space of art is neither reality nor 

pure illusion. It is a transitional space, a threshold between one state and another. 

Reflecting on the themes within the play of magic, illusion and transformation the 

exhibition invites the viewer to enter this space and to perhaps return home, slightly 

changed. 

Free drop-in workshops designed around these themes will also be held in the 

exhibition space on Saturday the 13th of June. These are open to all ages. For 

more information please contact thearaeuk@yahoo.co.uk . 

Free entry to exhibition only  

 

23 June – 4 July 

“Between spaces” – Art exhibition by the iDartists 

ID-artists are an interdisciplinary group of artists.  

This exhibition should be a delight for the senses with a  

broad range of work created by these talented and  

professional artists.  

Tina Hill a textural print maker inspired by marks and  

layers of the passage of time.  

Stephanie Wooster a textile artist who explores intuitive  

connections of form, materials and colour.  

Gail Mason a painterly printmaker who revels in the  

wonder of landscape and colour. 

Sara Parsons a multi media practitioner exploring her themes in both 2D and 3D.  

 

7 – 11 July – An art exhibition by the Shepton Artists  
                                                  

                                                This exhibition follows their successful shows last year 

                                                which each attracted more than one thousand  

                                                visitors. The exhibition will showcase a fresh collection 

                                                of work from 8 talented Somerset artists. 

                                                Visitors can expect a diverse display of paintings,  

                                                drawings, printmaking, collage and mixed media.  

                                                Prints, cards and some affordable and very collectible 

                                                art will be on show.  



Shepton Artists is a collective of Somerset-based artists who regularly meet to 

collaborate and exhibit their work, encompassing a wide range of artistic 

disciplines and highlighting local talent. 

Join the artists for a special launch event on Tuesday, July 7th, from 6:30pm to 

8:30pm, complete with complimentary Prosecco.  

Admission to both the exhibition and the launch is free. 

 

Falklands War album 
Who remembers the 1982 Falklands War? A generation has 

been born since then, but for many it is still recent.  

The conflict began on 2nd April 1982 when Argentina 

invaded and occupied the Falkland Islands and the  

island of South Georgia. On the 5th of April Britain sent  

a naval task force to reclaim the islands. The conflict  

lasted 74 days ending with an Argentine surrender on  

14th June. 

Wells has a particular connection with the islands as for  

many years it was the home of the Falkland Island  

Agency shop in Tucker Street.  

To commemorate the conflict the museum will be displaying an album of 

newspaper cuttings collected during the war. Come along and see what was 

being written at the time.  

The book will be on display from Saturday 13th June to Saturday 15th August.  

Admission free to view the album – donations welcome 

 

Saturday 6 June 10am – 3pm – Museum Garden Day  
Come and have a wander around our beautiful medieval walled garden or buy 

some lovely plants to brighten up your garden. Refreshments available.   

Free Entry to museum and garden  

 

Spanish Wine Tasting - Saturday 27th June 
7.00 p.m. for a 7.15 p.m. start. 

Enjoy an evening of Spanish Wines (& tapas) curated by The Giggling Grape 

Tickets £35 pp 

To book or for more information call 01749 673477 or 

email admin@wellsmuseum.org.uk 
 

Museum Shop  
We have new lines of beautiful, reasonably priced gemstone 

jewellery and “moon & stars” gemstones.  

We also have a new publication – “Why Wells” – the story of  

a unique City and its Museum selling at £5.  

And, look out for 2 new titles arriving shortly – “15 Short Walks –  

Cheddar & The Mendips” RRP £7.99 and “The History of  

Llewellyn’s Almhouse” which will sell at £15.  
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Beyond Horizons Sculpture Exhibition  

has selected the Museum as one of it's chosen charities to receive a % of the gate 

receipts, 24th - 26th September . 

Stoberry House and gardens is a unique and breathtaking landscape overlooking 

the Glastonbury Tor, Wells Cathedral and the Vale of Avalon.  It is hosting a newly 

curated outdoor sculpture exhibition from September 5th to October 4th and is 

allowing local charities to benefit.  On Saturday 26th of Sept. 100% of the gate and 

10% of the tea, coffee & cake receipts will be donated to the Museum.  On 

the 24th and 25th Sept, 25% of the gate receipts and 10% of tea, coffee & cake 

receipts will be donated.  This promises to be an excellent event. 

To all our supporters, please buy a ticket for any of the three dates the museum will 

benefit from - cost £8, £3 for under 18s.   

 

Note until the end of June there is a special offer package of two tickets to the 

Beyond Horizons Sculpture Exhibition and the beautifully 

produced exhibition book, all for just £21 (a £2.50 reduction). 

 

News from the Garden  
                                                Earlier this year, the garden was gifted a virtually new,  

                                                top of the range petrol lawnmower. The old machine 

                                                was on its last legs. We are extremely grateful to the 

                                                donors, Dr. Duke Ebenezer and his wife Kathleen. 

                                                Each year we try to implement  

                                                a “no-mow May” policy on the 

m                                             lawn banks to allow plants  

                                                such cowslip, primrose and  

aquilegia to re-seed. The benefits are visible each Spring 

with increased numbers and coverage. In late May the  

area is dominated by ox-eye daisies. The banks will be  

mown after the plant sale and open day on June 6th. 

                               

Other Events in the museum  
 

Tuesday 2nd June 10am – 4pm – “We Buy Vintage” – Antique & Jewellery 

Roadshow. Come along and convert your unwanted valuables, antiques and 

jewellery into same-day cash 

 

Friday 5th June – 7pm – 9pm - An evening of Ancient History.  

Ancient Mesopotamia, The Near East, The Fertile Crescent, Egypt, Persia, Indus 

Valley, China. Tickets £10 available from info@ancientmesopotamiagifts.com 

Wine Bar. “Where the best inventions are still influencing our lives today!” 

Maps, sketches, images, watercolours – where time began! 
 

Saturday 13th June 11am  3pm – Finds Identification Day. Laura Beckwith, the Finds 

Liaison Officer for Somerset County Council, will be available to identify your finds 

from digging your garden or while walking your dog.  

To book a place, please email Laura laura.beckwith@swheritage.org.uk 
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Saturday 13th June 7.30pm – 9.30pm – “Land, Earth & Sky” 

Josh Drury, award-winning landscape astrophotographer and WMA member will 

explore aspects of astroarchaeology through an evaluation of ancient stone 

circles as astronomical observatories. Josh was a junior WMA member before 

graduating with a first-class degree in photography from UWE. He is now an 

internationally renowned astrophotographer, presenter, speaker & author.  
Wells & Mendip Astronomers  
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