“Home to Wells City Archives”

Newsletter
February & March 2022

Welcome to Wells & Mendip Museum’s newsletter with information about exhibitions, talks,
events and developments at the Museum. If you would like to receive a copy by e-mail
please contact admin@wellsmuseum.org.uk
Opening hours: Tuesday – Saturday 10am – 4pm (Closed Sundays & Mondays)

SMALL ART EXHIBITIONS IN MEETING ROOM

The Museum’s Meeting Room has been hosting a regularly changing programme of Art
exhibitions since the summer of 2016, during which many individuals, and some groups, have
embraced this novel opportunity to see a body of their own work displayed in a public
space, overlooking the Cathedral Green.
Showing work here is an attractive proposition, there being no charge to take part.
Requirements are that all work must be able to use the hanging system in situ, and available
for purchase, at which time all transactions will be handled by the Museum Shop, with 30%
of the selling price directed toward the running of the Museum.
The Museum would like to encourage more people to take part in the programme, so if you
are making something that can be displayed on a wall, why not get in touch.

PHOTOGRAPHY EXHIBITION IN OUR MEETING ROOM
BY THE MIDSOMERSET CAMERA CLUB
UNTIL SATURDAY 5 MARCH
Midsomerset camera club (MSCC), are pleased to be showing their
photo exhibition at museum. The title is “People”, and features an
interesting selection of portraits as well as people at work and play.
The photos were part of a club competition held just before the
Covid pandemic.
MSCC is a local club, regularly meeting on Tuesday evenings, with
an interesting programme of competitions, challenges, and
talks by members and top photographers from all over the country.
For details of the full programme, please visit their website:
www.midsomersetcameraclub.org.uk.
Admission included in museum entry fee
FIRST FLOOR EXHIBITION ROOM

15-20 MARCH – ART EXHIBITION BY MICHAEL BROBSON

Michael Brobson lives and works in the City of Wells and much
of his work is related to the city and the surrounding Somerset
countryside. As a sailor and having taught navigation to small
boat users he uses his knowledge of the sea to also paint sea
related subjects. In Michael’s work he tries to paint
atmosphere and have a story into the picture.
Exhibited will be Paintings in several mediums along with
prints offered at very reasonable prices and a large range of greetings cards.
of Greeting cards. Free entry to exhibition only

29 MARCH – 2 APRIL
EXHIBITION OF RECENT SCULPTURES BY MARTIN CODY
This brief exhibition has two goals. Firstly to give a stage to a small
selection of my recent sculpture and by doing so enable me to assess
their qualities in a larger volume of space than is available in my studio.
Secondly, by placing very few pieces, highlight the Gallery’s
architecture and features as excellent surroundings to show sculpture.
The sculpture is constructed from welded steel, wood blocks and other
media.
Free entry to exhibition only.

NEWS OF A VERY EXCITING EXHIBITION AT THE MUSEUM IN APRIL & MAY 2022
From Saturday April 16th until Monday June 6th, the museum
will be hosting a major exhibition in partnership with the
Project Factory, Wells City Archives, Somerset Film and Wells
Civic Society, using photographs of the main retail and
shopping areas of Wells.

Based on the Simes Map showing the heart of the city in 1735, the photographs will be from
the Phillips Collection held by the museum, the Patrick Brown
collection recently donated to the City Archive showing the
buildings in the 1970s, and the Millennium photographs
commissioned by the Wells Civic Society. It will also feature a
film looking at the city today and hopes for its future
preservation and development.
The collection will then be used in future outreach learning
through the museum’s Learning Officer with schools,
residential homes, history groups and researchers.

PRE-EXHBITION COMMUNITY DAY
SATURDAY 26 FEBRUARY 10m – 2pm
This Community Day will be a reach out to local residents for their photographs of the heart
of the city before the exhibition so that memories and memorabilia connected with the
retail history of the city can be collated by the museum, as an archive for future generations.
This day will also be utilised by Somerset Film to create a film recording memories of this area
of the city as part of the exhibition, so please do come in with any photographs or verbal
memories of the heart of our city to help create this legacy.

NEWS FROM WELLS CITY ARCHIVES

I’m very pleased to report that members of the public are once again being welcomed to
the City Archives Reading Room to consult documents in person. This follows considerable
preparation to make it as safe as possible for volunteers and visitors. The indispensable
Jonathan Chivers and I are making progress in catching up with the enormous backlog
of Archives enquiries which has accrued over the past twenty months. Jonathan has also led
a tour of the City Archives for Museum volunteers. On 20th November,

I displayed two medieval charters and the Convocation
Book dating from 1450-1553 at a meeting of the Wells
branch of the Richard III Society (pictured). Members’
response to seeing these documents was very
enthusiastic.
Should you be passing Wells Town Hall, you could drop in
to see three displays in its vestibule about the Freedom
of the City of Wells, which I created for the recent
Honorary Freedom of the City ceremony. At the event
itself, several historic artefacts were also on display, including some kindly loaned by the
Museum (such as a Comrades of the Great War lapel badge, dating from 1917-21).
The City Archives is participating in the Wells and Transatlantic Slavery Project Working Group
spearheaded by the Cathedral’s Chancellor, and volunteer David Mather is carrying out
research for this. He has also expertly managed to transfer Archives oral history interviews
which were stored on cassette to digital files. I am very grateful, too, to Austin Little, another
stalwart volunteer, who continues to advance the ScraseBase and Victorian Petty Sessions
databases. And to Alan Pringle, who is still beavering away identifying and listing the Patrick
Brown Slide Collection. It’s wonderful that many of the images will shortly be on display in the
forthcoming Wells Streetscenes exhibition at the Museum (described elsewhere in this
newsletter), for which the City Archives is collaborating with the Museum and Project Factory.
New Museum publication!
I am absolutely delighted to announce that on
2nd February, Jean Imray’s book on the history of
Wells Old Almshouse was launched. It is the first ever
book on this subject.
Jean, who was the first Wells City Archivist and a
Trustee of Wells & Mendip Museum, spent many years
researching this detailed book. At the time of her
death in 2015, she was close to completing it. A
number of her former colleagues felt that
Aerial photograph from St. Cuthbert’s Church tower
it would be a fitting tribute to her to ensure looking north, showing the whole complex of Bubwith’s,
Still’s, Willes’ and Brick’s Almshouses. Photographed
that the work was published. Accordingly,
by Paul Fry in 1995. © Wells City Council Archives
Frances Neale, Anne Crawford and I have
edited the book and I have seen it into print. It is the latest publication by Wells & Mendip
Museum. The printed copies have been funded largely by the former Wells Local History
Workshop (in which Jean played an active role), along with Wells City Council and Wells &
Mendip Museum, to all of whom warm gratitude is expressed.
The City of Wells Almshouses kindly hosted the launch of the
book, with Stuart Andrews (the museum’s Honorary Librarian
and a personal friend of Jean Imray’s) presenting the
Almshouses’ printed copy to Charles Cain (the Chair of the
Trustees of the Almhouses) (see photo).
The book was also released in PDF format on 2nd February, on
the museum’s website, for free download, so do have a look!
Thanks to Joe White for his technical expertise in uploading it.
Photo © Kevin Westwood

Only ten copies have been printed, and they are being donated to local libraries and
archives (including Wells Museum Library, Wells City Library and Wells City Archives), to the
City of Wells Almshouses themselves, and to the three national deposit libraries. Appropriately,
they have been printed on archival paper, something which we think Jean would have
appreciated.
In writing the book, Jean made use of sources in Wells City Archives, and it also includes
images of City Archives documents and photographs. This all helps promote the Archives
collection. Julia Wood, Wells City Archivist

ACQUISITION FOR THE MUSEUM - SILVER GILT RING

We are really pleased to have acquired this PostMedieval finger ring. It was found by a metal detectorist
at Westbury-sub-Mendip in 2018, and subsequently
declared as Treasure at which point the museum was
able to acquire it. The ring is D-shaped in cross section,
the external convex surface is a yellow gold colour and
the flat inner side is more silver coloured where the gold
gilding has worn away. It is inscribed “LOVe AND LIKe”
on the inner surface, a short posy characteristic of the
late16th to 17th centuries written in Roman script.

At the start of the inscription is a seven-pointed star with points of uneven lengths.
The ring probably dates from the early 17th century.
Because of the pandemic the ring has only recently made its way to the museum.

NEWS FROM THE MUSEUM LIBRARY

Staff
Eric Preston, who has been a member of the Library team since 2017, has retired as the New
Year began. During his 5 years here, his book entitled, “Changing Shops of Wells”, the history
of the High Street shops has been published and is still on sale in the museum shop. He has
produced an inventory for the Library of 15 scrapbooks (held in the Library’s reserve stock)
relating to Francis Underhill, Bishop of Bath and Wells from 1937 to 1943. These scrapbooks
together with some smaller albums, were compiled by the Bishop’s sister between 1925 and
1943.
Eric has more recently written for the Library’s Occasional Papers series both “The MPs from
Wells” from medieval times and as his swan-song, “Roman Somerset”, which will soon be in
the Library. We thank Eric for his contributions and wish him well for the future.
Historic Newspapers
Our collection of historic newspapers – starting with the siege of Ladysmith and Bleriot’s
crossing of the channel by aeroplane – has been reinforced (rather less sensationally) by a
sequence of copies of the Wells Journal (1998-2013, abandoned when the press left Wells.
This considerable expansion of our historic newspapers has led to the accommodation of

the main holdings in the inner room of the attic. A selection and full list, however, remains in
the Library.
Coleridge Archive
As already reported, the newly established archive of books, pamphlets, articles, periodicals
and other reference material relating to Coleridge is now open to researchers. An inventory
is available on the museum website and in the blue desk-folder (section 19) in the Library.
The most recent addition is a gift of the 1990 edition of Coleridge’s Career by Graham
Davidson – current editor of the Coleridge Bulletin. Stuart Andrews, Hon. Librarian

COME AND JOIN OUR TEAM!
FRONT OF HOUSE VOLUNTEERS WANTED
Our Front of House volunteers co-ordinate the smooth running of the reception area by
extending a warm and informative welcome to all our visitors.
This is a key role and ideal for anyone who likes to work in a varied, customer orientated
environment, and who are happy working as part of a team but are equally happy to work
alone if necessary. Computer literacy an advantage.
For more information or an application form, please contact the museum.
LIBRARY VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES
We now have two vacancies for Library Assistants. For more information or an application
form, please contact the museum.

OTHER EVENTS AT THE MUSEUM
NEEDLE-FELTING WORKSHOPS – Saturday 29th January, Tuesday 15th February,
Saturday 19th March & Wednesday 20th April - Small classes suitable for complete beginners,
those wishing to improve their skills and those wishing to have a fun day out. You can make
whatever you like, the model will be around 7” tall. The sculpture is formed around a wire
armature, to which wool is added - no sewing or glue, just the wool, a needle and you! Day
Course 10am to 4.30pm, cost £90 includes wool and all materials, lunch, tea and coffee.
Book 01594 516906 / felt@furzie.co.uk / www.furzie.co.uk/courses
Friday 4th March at 7.30pm – AGM followed by “Green Men in the Cathedral” by Hilary
Adams and Chris Jenkins. Hilary will explain the presence of the many Green Men found in
the cathedral. Her talk will be illustrated by photographs taken by Chris. Many are not visible
from the ground so the photographs may be the first opportunity for you to see them.
Wells Natural History & Archaeological Society
#wells.museum
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