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Welcome to Wells & Mendip Museum’s newsletter with information about
exhibitions, talks, events and developments at the Museum. If you would like
to receive a copy by e-mail please contact admin@wellsmuseum.org.uk
Opening hours: Monday – Saturday 10am – 5pm. Closed Sundays.

SMALL ART EXHIBITIONS IN MEETING ROOM
The late Peter Coate, a prominent local artist, long held an ambition to find a display
area in Wells where artists from across the region can showcase their work. We are
pleased to be able to provide this facility, with the intention that it will be a regularly
changing exhibition to allow as many artists to exhibit as possible.
If you are interested in exhibiting in this area, or for more details, please email your
contact details to: Christine Fewer admin@wellsmuseum.org.uk

UNTIL 3RD SEPTEMBER
EXHIBITION BY SHELLEY DYER-GIBBINS – ARTIST AND PRINT MAKER
Originally from Dorset, Shelley moved to Somerset 17 years
ago after starting her design career in London. She studied
a Batchelor of Arts Degree in Graphic Design at Exeter
College of Art and Design. Since then she has worked in
the design industry for more than 20 years for clients such
as Yo! Sushi, Usborne, Audi, Porsche and Lloyds.
All of Shelley's prints are handmade, making each piece
totally unique, using a mixture of block and reduction
methods with her linocut work.
Normal Museum entry fees apply

3 SEPTEMBER – 8 OCTOBER
ART EXHIBITION BY RICHARD FIELD
Richard JG Field was born in Oxford in 1950. He
has studied Sculpture and Painting at Art
Schools in Oxford, Cork, Paris and Japan.
He has lived in Somerset, Glastonbury and Wells
since 2005.
The current Exhibition is especially views of Wells
Cathedral and Glastonbury Tor in Pencil and
Coloured Inks, but there will also be other
Somerset Landscapes for sale and a
considerable number of Life Drawings.
Greetings Cards of 12 different views of Wells Cathedral from Tor Woods and Milton
Lodge Parkland will also be on sale. Normal Museum entry fees apply

1ST FLOOR EXHIBITION ROOM
UNTIL SAT 11 AUGUST – “SOMER INSPIRATIONS”
“Somer Inspirations” presents over 20 Local, National &
International artists collaborating to provide an eclectic mix of
inspirational art.
Visual works in many mediums including oils, watercolour,
acrylic, ink, dry-point etching and others. Three dimensional
work in wood, glass, textiles, ceramics and metal.
Free entry (to exhibition only).

A NEW VENTURE FOR THE U3A’S “PAINTING FOR PLEASURE” GROUP
14 – 25TH AUGUST
After 3 years of regular meetings where each member brings
their own work to continue, ask each other for advice and
opinion, and often watch each other create,
it seemed time to go one step further and exhibit some of the
work done at meetings and at home.
Well known local artists, Wendy Lovegrove & Richard
Field have entries, plus other members for whom it will be a
first event. Much of the work will be for sale, and this exhibition
may be the start of an annual event.
Free entry (to exhibition only)

THE MUSEUM PRESENTS A VERY SPECIAL SAMPLER EXHIBITION
30 AUGUST – 12 SEPTEMBER
As well as the pieces on display in our Eveleen
Perkins Samplers Room, there are also over 120
samplers in our Conservation Store, where there is
little opportunity to enjoy them, so for a limited time,
we will be turning our Exhibition Room into an extra
gallery to give a few more of them a well-deserved
airing. A wide range of types, styles and
compositions will be shown.
What is more rarely demonstrated is the varied lives of the young girls who stitched
these beautiful items. Considerable efforts have been made to trace the girls and to
try to follow their lives. Some came from wealthy origins, some from textile-related
working families, others we can, sadly, find little about. Equally interesting is what
happened in their later lives and whether their
stitchery skills helped them.
Come and enjoy the beautiful results and personal
details stitched into these works.
A catalogue which has been produced to
accompany this exhibition, can be purchased from
the museum shop.
Normal Museum entry fees apply.

WELLS ART GROUP
15 – 29 SEPTEMBER
The group is long established, meeting in
St Thomas’s Church Hall on Monday mornings.
Members paint and draw a variety of subjects in
watercolour, pastel, acrylic, oil and pencil. Each
term there is a demonstration from a visiting artist
and here we see Colin Brown painting a view of
Wells market place in acrylic.
Paintings in our exhibition are for sale and there
will be cards for sale as well.

Free entry (to exhibition only)

NEWS FROM WELLS CITY ARCHIVES
Southover History Street Party – We were delighted to contribute to the wonderful
Southover History Street Party, which took place on 23rd June and was a huge
success. About 350 people attended. Many congratulations to Mary I’Anson,
Maureen Boylan and everybody else who contributed.
Wells Mills Interest Group – The group has produced a fascinating exhibition on “The
Mills of Wells”, full of great images, and ready for display on one of the Heritage
Open Days. Don’t miss your chance to see it on Saturday 8th September at Wells
Town Hall, between 10.00 am and 4.00 pm! Entry will be free. Some of the group
have been carrying out research in the City Archives, and a replica of a fantastic
newly discovered map of the Water of Wells will be on display.

HERITAGE OPEN DAYS
6 – 9 & 13 - 16 SEPTEMBER
The programme of HODs events in Wells will be available at the Museum, and also
on www.hodswellssomerset.com.
Extraordinary Women - In recognition of
the centenary of the Universal Suffrage
Act, this year the national Heritage
Open Days have a theme of
‘Extraordinary Women’. Many of the
HODs events in Wells aim to incorporate
this theme, focusing on both wellknown
and less celebrated women.
The Archivist has organized displays at Wells Town Hall on “Women’s Suffrage in
Wells”, “Women’s Firsts in Wells”, and a selection of Wells women from history
(including a montage of Phillips portraits). There will also be an exhibition entitled
“Women at the Wells Charter Fairs”. A suffrage playlet with a unique link to the city,
“A Chat with Mrs Chicky”, will be performed. And it will star one of the Museum’s
Trustees, Clare Blackmore! The stunning Millennium Tapestry, created by a group of
local women embroiderers, will be exhibited. All these displays will take place at the
Town Hall on Saturday 8th September, between 10.00 am and 4.00 pm. “A Chat with
Mrs Chicky” will take place at noon in the Council Chamber. Other local history
displays at the Town Hall will include the brand new exhibition on “The Mills of Wells”
and one on the railways of Wells.

Wells & Mendip Museum will be fitting in with the “Extraordinary Women” theme by
offering free access on Thursday 6th, Friday 7th and Saturday 8th September to a very
special example from the Museum’s sampler collection, created by a young girl.
There will also be a Curator’s tour on Thursday 6th September at 11.00am.
Viewing of the special sampler and the Curator’s Tour only are free, otherwise
normal Museum entry charges will apply.
THE BAKER BARD OF WELLS
William Catcott was born in West Horrington in 1808. He attended a Dame school for
one term until he could do his mathematical tables and then worked with his father,
who was a woolpicker and stocking knitter, and was educated by his mother using
the only books they possessed in the home, the Bible and Treasure Island.
When his uncle died, William and his brother John took over his bakery in Tor Street
and there he lived and worked as a baker for the rest of his life.
As he made and baked bread and then delivered it on a wooden barrow around
the streets of Wells and the lanes of the countryside around into the villages, William
composed poetry. His poetry is simple and reflects the beauties of nature that he
saw around him, the people that he met and the social causes of the Victorian age
that he felt strongly about.
Five years ago while researching in the archives of the Wells Journal, Clare
Blackmore saw a reference to The Baker Bard of Wells as William became known,
and becoming intrigued, set out on a quest to find the lost poems of the Baker Bard.
Initially William could not afford to have his poems published himself but sent them to
newspapers such as the Wells Journal, the Bath Chronicle, The Bristol Times and Mirror
who published them in their pages. In 1854 William managed to publish a small
volume of his poetry called “Morning Musings” which was a subscription only
publication and of which only three surviving copies are known.
In addition to the poems in this volume, 48 more were found and for the first time in
170 years the Complete Works of William Catcott have been collated into one
volume and with thanks to the sponsorship of Bob Burns, of Burns the Bread, who
showed great belief in the project they are now ready to share with contemporary
lovers of all things Wells and poetry.
Copies will soon be available in Wells Waterstones or are available now from
Museum Trustee Clare Blackmore on blackmore.clare@btinternet.com 01749 870588.
The price is £9.99 and any profit from the project will be donated to the museum.

MUSEUM GARDEN
Don’t forget, the museum has a beautiful walled garden.
With its lawn, meadow area, stepped garden and
benches, our garden is a relaxing space to wander with a
tea or coffee, or to enjoy a picnic. The garden has been
designated a 'Wildlife Garden' by Somerset Wildlife Trust.
Visitors can access the garden as part of the museum
admission, but it is also available for use with the
Lecture Room hire.
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