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Welcome to Wells & Mendip Museum’s newsletter with information about
exhibitions, talks, events and developments at the Museum. If you would like
to receive a copy by e-mail please contact admin@wellsmuseum.org.uk
Opening hours:  Monday – Saturday 10am – 5pm. Closed Sundays.
SMALL ART EXHIBITIONS IN MEETING ROOM

The Museum’s Meeting Room has been hosting a regularly changing programme of
Art exhibitions since the summer of 2016, during which many individuals, and some
groups, have embraced this novel opportunity to see a body of their own work
displayed in a public space, overlooking the Cathedral Green.
Showing work here is an attractive proposition, there being no charge to take part.
Requirements are that all work must be able to use the hanging system in situ, and
available for purchase, at which time all transactions will be handled by the Museum
Shop, with 30% of the selling price directed toward the running of the Museum.
The Museum would like to encourage more people to take part in the programme,
so if you are making something that can be displayed on a wall, why not get in
touch.

ART EXHIBITION BY WENDY LOVEGROVE & ALAN MARCHANT
1 JULY – 5 AUGUST
Wendy and Alan will be showing their work
where diversity of style and technique are
the hallmarks in this exhibition of both
abstract and representational art.'
Museum entry fees apply

1st FLOOR EXHIBITION ROOM
16 – 27 JULY “SOMER INSPIRATIONS”
An exciting Exhibition of ART by twenty collaborating
Somerset artists, providing an eclectic mix of superb creative
work. The Artists are local national and international
exhibitors and together will provide an inspirational mix of
two-dimensional work in several mediums and
three-dimensional work using wood, glass, ceramics and
textiles.
The exhibition is in its second year, with artists who are resident in Somerset hence the
Art exhibition's name: “SOMER INSPIRATIONS”.

Original artwork, along with Prints, Unique greeting cards, textiles, Glass, Sculpture
and Wood will be offered at reasonable down to earth prices.
Free entry to exhibition only

31 JULY – 10 AUGUST – OLD BAKERY ARTISTS

The Old Bakery Artists return with more examples of their members’ work.
The group provides an ideal platform for local artists to meet and plan
exhibitions, talks and workshops, and meet monthly at the Fromeway Inn in
Radstock, on the last Thursday of each month. Free entry to exhibition only

13 – 30 AUGUST – EXHIBITION BY ANNIE DAVENPORT

We are very happy to welcome Annie back after last year’s
successful show.
This year’s paintings will include 2 prizewinning paintings from
Chilcompton art club’s public vote competition.
It will also include members of the North Somerset group of
“Project Linus UK”, a national charity organization, making
blankets and quilts for sick children in hospital and young people
who are going to be adopted. Together with
Annie, people from Project Linus UK will be
making a communal quilt which anyone can
join in with and there will be a lot of opportunity
to sew knitted squares together to make blankets. Refreshments
will be provided!! Annie will also be doing lots of painting as part of the exhibition
Free entry to exhibition only

A NEW MUSEUM PUBLICATION
“The Changing Shops of Wells 1796 – 2018” by Eric Preston

The City of Wells nestles comfortably in the surrounding
landscape and its ancient and modern buildings and
streets are there for visitors and residents alike to
explore and enjoy.
However, tracing the City’s origins and charting its
development is not easy. So much time past, traces
lost, and lines of enquiry gone cold. There are sources
for those interested the City’s history; handwritten
documents and plans help the researcher uncover
and understand the details of the ‘long slow years’,
and as the pace of change quickened in modern times different sources became
available. In his book local historian and volunteer at Wells & Mendip Museum, Eric
Preston, uses directories, census returns, maps and photographs to record the City’s
shops and businesses street by street, charting the social and economic changes of
the last two hundred years. To illustrate these changes Eric draws on the fascinating
Phillips collection of glass plate photographs held by the museum, as well as present
day photographs for comparison.
The book contains a wealth of information for local and family historians, for those
interested in social and economic history, and for understanding the City’s
streetscape. It is beautifully printed by St Andrews Press of Wells and is available from
the museum for £9.50p (plus £2.50 post and packaging if required)
CURATOR’S CHOICE
Model Locomotive – Late 19th Century Child’s toy with inscription “1887”

Accession Number 1077

This model is made from wood and cane,
materials more often associated with furniture
making and upholstery. Leather straps are
tacked down with brass plated studs., and the
wheels are cut from zinc sheet. After the initial
surprise one realises that this is fine; the materials
are light, durable and strong, which makes the
toy hard-wearing and fun to play with.

The rest is conjecture, as we do not know any ore about it. Is it a one-off, or a
product of a craft industry? 1887 may have been the year it was made. The two
figures look vaguely like American railroad engineers. Was it made in America?
The toy has been well used, and one imagines that as the owner grew older, it was
not thrown out, but consigned to an attic. We all had toys that we loved and
outgrew.
For a limited time, this piece may be seen in the “Curator’s Choice” display cabinet
outside the Exhibition Room.

CABINET 48
During July the museum will be hosting an installation by the Wiltshire artist
Julie Smith. Julie uses museum objects to inspire and inform her work, on this
occasion a specimen of zinc ore mined on Mendip, the mineral Smithsonite,
which is on display in the Geology Gallery.
Zinc is a constituent of Bronze. For Millenia the characteristics of this alloy
have made it culturally, historically and economically important, from
prehistoric axes to the cannons of the Napoleonic Wars. Bells are made of
Bronze. Where would we be without it?
Museum objects are on display for a reason, a curated decision. For an artist
to come in and make a cultural comment on the object or its place in a
display is a rare opportunity to see things differently, to make new meanings.
We are looking forward to seeing Julie’s installation, which is the museum’s
contribution to Wells Art Contemporary 2019.
"My artwork dwells on qualities of quietness and intimacy,
cherishing the extraordinary within the ordinary.
As an Arteologist enjoying discoveries from the natural world,
archives and imagination, pondering, noticing and
wondering is delightful. The pieces I tend to create reflect
my observations and tell their own story.
The act of collecting, both physical gathering and
accumulation of thoughts inspires me. This is reflected in the
materials I choose. I seek to provoke a balance between a
contemplative experience and a sense of fun. Key threads
explored within my practice include fragility, protection and
preservation." Julie Smith

FINDS INDENTIFICATION DAY
Thursday 11 July 11am – 3pm

Laura Burnett, the Finds Liaison Officer for Somerset County Council, will be available
to identify your finds from digging your garden or while walking your dog.
No charge or booking necessary

2nd WELLS THEATRE FESTIVAL 11 – 14 JULY

Presenting classic drama by well-known artists, alongside exciting, emerging
theatre-makers. The Festival starts with a community production performed in front of
Wells Cathedral on Friday 12th & Saturday 13th July. Performances and
workshops will take place in venues around Wells, including her at the museum,
Cathedral Green, Cedars Hall, Wells’ Alms Houses’ chapel, the Little Theatre and the
Bishop’s Palace. The Wells Theatre Festival events taking place at the Museum are:Thursday 11th at 10.30am and 2pm - “Loz and Marky’s Mega Mayhem” - Magic,
Puppets, Circus Skills and interactive story telling with a healthy dose of mega
mayhem. Loz is a uniquely physical, brilliant hula-hooper and Marky is one of the UK’s
top comedy jugglers – together they are sparklingly funny comperes – so you are in
for a treat.
Friday 12th at 9.30am and 11am – “Invisible Museum” - A fun, exciting, interactive
show for 7-11 years. This show reveals hidden voices throughout history, takes a fresh
look at the past and discovers the women who, despite their significant
contributions, aren't in the galleries, museums or history books.
Friday 12th at 2.30pm - One Kid and his dog” MUFTI GAMES - Sheep are on the loose!
Only the shepherds and their hapless sheepdog Patch can prevent certain chaos. A
physical, cooperative game for younger children and their families.
To book tickets for any of these events, please visit the theatre website
www.wellstheatrefestival.org
Tuesday, 20th August at 8.15pm – Bat Walk using bat detectors, led by David Cottle
of the Wells Natural History & Archaeological Society. Setting off from the Bishop’s
Palace drawbridge at 8.15pm. No Booking necessary.
£2 per person – takings to be split between the museum and the Bat Club

VIRGIN MONEY GIVING - We have now set up an account with “Virgin
Giving” to enable people to donate to the museum online. All donations
received will go towards preserving this beautiful old building and it’s unique
and wonderful collections. The link to can be found on our webpage
-www.wellsmuseum.org.uk under “Join & Support”
#wells.museum

@wellsmuseum

www.facebook.com/wellsandmendipmuseum
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